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iY algo mé{!

iMétodos, Actividades, y Zumba!
- -




Fall Meeting of Garcia Lorca Chapter

American Association of Teachers of

Spanish and Portuguese

Senator Inn and Spa

Augusta, Maine

October 21st, 2011
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Ere the meeting began, the concierge said, “This is a really fun group!”  ¡Por supuesto! The members of the A.A.T.S.P.  (American Association of Spanish and Portuguese) again were meeting for their fall conference!  


President Cathy Varela from Freeport High School welcomed our participants.   She introduced the board:  treasurer Skip Crosby from Poland High School, secretary Betsy Hudson from John Bapst Memorial High School and Vice President Tatiana Lera from Brunswick Middle School (who could not attend).    Treinta hispanohablantes…
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Ginny Stelk, local representative of the National Spanish Exam, spoke regarding registration dates for this year’s exam.  Contact her if you need information:   lstelk@maine.rr.com

A student from the University of Southern Maine Jake Levin distributed cards informing all of the Centro Latino, Maine, Inc. (centrolatinomaine@gmail.com) which meets in Portland.  It provides many free services for those wanting to learn English or Spanish as well for those “recién llegados.”

-for all World Languages  use    http://tinyurl.com/AATSP1    

-for Spanish Students use  http://tinyurl.com/AATSP2
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The session was spent exploring these incredible free sites.

After this was the ZUMBA BREAK!  Some enjoyed muffins, fruit and coffee, but most participated in the most unforgettable fifteen minutes of the day.  Silvana outdid herself in teaching the steps of zumba!  Laughter, fun and rejuvenation permeated the day, this was a unique experience.   Gracias, Silvana.  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GS1YL3LxzNw 
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The next session was “Networking.” This time for  sharing ideas is always one of the highlights.  Separate tables were set aside for those interested in getting ideas on culture, technology, travel, classroom activities and more.  Members brought copies of activities that they found successful in their classes and shared them with their colleagues.  The only problem was that one couldn’t go to all of the tables at once!  Ideas were flying a warp speed.
After a sumptuous four-course almuerzo, we were “carried off” by Pilar Tirado (Simpático Language Services tirado@yahoo.com) to Cuba.  She delighted us with insights on “Afrocuba cultural.”  We explored various aspects of Afrocuba to demonstrate the African Cuban heritage not only in Cuba but throughout the world.  Its influence in art, music, dance, literature and religious traditions extends far beyond its shores.  How vivid the Cuban experience became, as Pilar read passages from “Tengo” (Nicolás Guillén):

Tengo, vamos a ver,

que no hay guardia rural

ni me agarre y que me encierre un cuartel,

ni me arranque ni me arroje de mi tierra

al medio del camino real.

Tengo que como tengo la tierra tengo el mar,

no country, no jailáif,

no tenis y no yacht,  

sino  de playa en playa y ola en ola,

gigante aqul abierto democrático:

en fin, el mar.

Tengo, vamos a ver,

qué ya aprendí a leer,

 a contar,

tengo que a aprendí a escribir

y a pensar

y a reír,

tengo que ya tengo

donde trabajar

y ganarlo que me tengo que comer,

tengo, vamos a ver,

tengo lo que tenía que tener.

(I have, let’s see, I have,

 what was coming to me.)

Insight was shared on varied topics: Changó. Babalu, Iemajá, Orishas,  and even Desi Arnez.  It seemed that the session was over all too soon.  Longings for a trip to Cuba were  in the minds of many.  

Gracias, obrigada , thanks to all and hasta la próxima! – FLAME in March, 2012!
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-Betsy Hudson
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