Houghton Michigan

March 24th 2007

The UMaine Clean Snowmobile Team, sponsored by Applied Thermal Sciences finished the 2007 competition in second place overall.  This is the best finish by the UMaine in the five years of participation in the competition.  Tied for second place was Kettering University of Flint Michigan with the University of Idaho taking first place in the competition.  Last year’s winning team from the University of Wisconsin finished in fourth place overall in spite of running out of fuel in the endurance event 

In addition to second place overall, the UMaine team had the quietest snowmobile winning an award presented by PCB Electronics.  UMaine also had the lowest estimated cost for a 5000 unit production run.  Additional awards for the UMaine team included completing the cold start for which the team was given a wideband oxygen sensor for use on next years snowmobile and an award for being one of the five teams to finish the endurance event.

Other notable team awards included the best emissions award given to the biodiesel powered machine from SUNY Buffalo.  Best overall zero emissions design was given to the electric snowmobile design from McGill University in Montreal.  The electric sled from McGill was one of four zero emissions machines in the competition.  University of Idaho also won the sportsmanship award for stopping to help the University of Wisconsin Platteville team during the endurance event when their seat caught on fire due to the proximity of the catalytic converter.

Overall it was a good competition and the UMaine team can be proud of their effort.  It was a an excellent finish in this challenging competition.  These projects are possible because of generous support from Applied Thermal Sciences and the availability of world class facilities in the newly refurbished Thomas P. Hosmer ’58 Design Engineering Center.

Additional photos and information will be posted at:

http://www.umaine.edu/mecheng/Peterson/Classes/Design/2006_7/CSC_Competition/Competition_1.htm
Thanks for the support and interest of the UMaine community.

