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DOPP, the USDA’s Dairy Options Pilot Program for the nation’s dairy farmers is in its third round. This year, Vermont dairy farmers located in Addison, Caledonia, Franklin, Orange, Orleans, Rutland, and Washington are eligible to participate. DOPP training sessions for dairy farmers in these counties will be held to help them learn more about how dairy futures and options may be used to reduce some of the risk of declining milk prices.  


The 1996 Farm Bill included legislation requiring the Secretary of Agriculture to develop and conduct a program to help dairy farmers better understand how to use dairy futures and options in their farm businesses. The legislation also included the allocation of USDA funding to subsidize the purchase of options for qualifying farmers in the selected counties.


Is the DOPP for you?  Yes, if you are interested in learning more about milk pricing and how futures and options can be used for your dairy farm.  And farmers attending the training sessions will be eligible for USDA funding to pay for costs of purchasing options for your farm.  But remember, you must attend the training to qualify for USDA funding and best of all - the training is free! 


DOPP training sessions are being planned for June 25th - Rutland and Addison Counties, June 26th - Franklin County, June 27th - Caledonia and Orleans Counties, and June 28th - Orange and Washington Counties. The training sessions will include presentations on the basics of futures and options, and how dairy farmers may participate in the program. The meeting sites and program agenda will be announced as soon as they are firmed up.


You may contact Neil Pelsue, 800-278-548(VT)/802-257-7967, or at neil.pelsue@uvm.edu, or Robert Parsons, 802-656-2109, or at bob.parsons@uvm.edu for further information.

