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A Plea for Poetry

The Effective Practices Conference 
is presented by the Maine Writing 
Project in the College of Education and 
Human Development at the University 
of Maine.  The Maine Writing Project 
was established within the College of 
Education and Human Development  in 
1998 as an affiliate of the National 
Writing Project. It is dedicated to the 
improvement of the teaching and learning 
of writing across the curriculum at 
all grade levels. Each year, the Maine 
Writing Project invites outstanding 
educators – kindergarten through 
post-secondary in all curriculum 
areas – to attend its rigorous summer 
institute. Participants are selected on 
the basis of their success as teachers 
and for their promise as instructional 
leaders. After successfully completing 
the program, the educators are 
distinguished as fellows of both the 
Maine Writing Project and the National 
Writing Project. The national project 
and its state affiliates comprise a grass 
roots teaching initiative dedicated to 
the improvement of student writing 
and the teaching of writing across the 
curriculum in all grade levels.

By the time most students arrive in college, 
they appear to have little experience with or 
zest for poetry.  Why is this and what can we 
do about it?  In this talk, I will look at a way 
of teaching poetry that takes advantage of 
all that poetry has to offer us as a literacy 
tool.  By emphasizing poetry in our curricu-
lum we can not only give students compact 
and valuable lessons in reading and writing, 
we can open the door for them to a lifetime 
of poetic experience.

Harvey Kail is Professor of English at the 
University of Maine where he teaches courses 
in writing and literature and directs the 
UMaine Writing Center.  His Writing Center 
work has been recognized nationally by the 
Ron Maxwell Award, given by the National 
Conference on Writing and Peer Tutoring in 
recognition of distinguished leadership in 
promoting collaborative learning practices 
among students.  The College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences at the University of Maine 
selected him for its Outstanding Teaching 
and Advising Award in 2008.  He gives talks 
and leads workshops on writing throughout 
the United States and in Europe. He lives in 
Orono with his wife Tricia and plays harmoni-
ca in a pop/blues band called Velma. 
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improving your students’ reading 
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Maine Writing Project
Effective Practices Registration and Refreshments • 8:30 am - 8:55 am

Workshop Schedule Session #1 
9:00 am - 10:10 am

Matt Pittis, 
University of Maine 

Undergraduate 
Student

K-12
In-Role Play: Role 

Playing and Dramatic 
Enactment for Deepening 

Comprehension

Teri Lee Brown, 
Central High School, 
History & Freshman 

Study Skills
3-12

Collaborative Learning: 
The Power of Positive 

Interdependence

Sarah Harrington, 
Cape Elizabeth 

High School, Social 
Studies

6-12
Handing Over the Pen: 

Using the Gradual 
Release of Responsibility 

Model for Writing

Jon York, 
Scarborough High 

School, English
6-12 Writng Beyond the Five 

Paragraph Essay

Kathryn Adams, 
Central Middle 

School, Language 
Arts

3-12
Evolve and Resolve: 
Creating Stories that 
Develop Conflict and 

Reach Resolution

Martha Carton 6-12
Structuring Free Writing 

Through the Use of 
Clarifying Questions

Kristy Bellefleur, 
Newport Elementary 

School, 4th Grade
K-12 Prewriting: Where Do We 

Begin?

Bonnie Pulsifer, Hall 
Elementary School K-8

Non-Fiction Writing 
Across the Curriculum: 

Using R.A.F.T.s & Mentors

Workshop Schedule Session #2   
10:20 am - 11:30 am

Jeanna-Leigh Allen, 
Gray-New Gloucester 
High School, French

K-12
Kinesthetic and 
Tactile Learning 
in the Language 

Classroom

Keri Ballard, Central 
High School, 
Mathematics

3-12
A Multi-genre 
Journal in the 

Classroom

Caleb Collins, Oxford 
Hills HIgh School, 

American Literature
6-12 Graphic Novels as 

Literature

Amy Viara, Mt. Ararat 
High School, English 9-12

Making Short 
Story Character 
Development 

Accessible

Katie Dexter, Greely 
High School, English K-12

Puzzles, Board 
Games, and 

Olympics...Oh My!

Joanna Lisker-Meyer, 
Hermon High School, 

Science
3-12

Content-Area 
Writing Journals: 
Writing to Clarify 

Knowledge

Janet Anderson, 
Williams-Cone 

Elementary School
K-12

Setting the Scene 
for Effective Writing 

Instruction: The 
Writing Workshop

Susan Sandler, Jay 
Middle School, Language 

Arts & Social Studies
K-6

A Story To Tell: 
Narrative Writing in 

the Classroom

Workshop Schedule Session #3  • 1:30 pm - 2:40 pm
Kristin MacDonald, Bangor High School, Spanish K-12 Let's Talk: Using Dialogue Journals to Support Learning

Natalie Davis, Old  Town High School, English 3-12 Multi-genre: The Power of Student Choice

Julia Brandon, Guy E. Rowe Elementary School, 3rd 
Grade 3-12 Studying Characters through Music

Rebecca Peterson, Brewer High School, English K-12 Write for Real: Incorporating Authentic Audiences Into Your 
Classroom

Stacey Inzer, Bridgton Academy, English & Post-
graduate 3-12 Revamping Literature Circles with the Male Learner in Mind

Andrea P. Martin, Brewer High School, English & 
Print Journalism K-12 Empowering Student Writing with Podcasts

Don Weafer, Lake Region High School, English 6-12 Using Online Forums in Classroom Discussion

Renee Liepold, Erskine Academy, English 9-12 A Multi-genre Inquiry Approach to Research Writing

Lunch	    11:30am - 12:30pm			   Keynote Presentation   12:45pm - 1:15pm

Effective Practices 
Conference

 Registration fee includes breakfast, lunch, and 
great networking and learning opportunities. 

 

    $90.00 Conference Registration

    $70.00 MWP Teacher-Consultant Registration

    $20.00 Full-time Student Registration with Lunch

_______________________________________
Name

_______________________________________
Address

_______________________________________
City 			   State		  Zip

_______________________________________
School Name

_______________________________________
School Address

_______________________________________
City 			   State		  Zip

_______________________________________
E-mail address

What grade level do you teach? 

 Elementary    Middle Level    High School    University

Would you like to receive other Maine Writing Project mailings?	
                            Yes		   No

 

Payment Enclosed:
       _______ Check (made payable to: University of Maine)

       _______ Purchase Order  __________ Purchase Order #

Send or fax registration form and payment to:

Heather Pullen
Maine Writing Project 

Effective Practices Conference
 5766 Shibles Hall

Orono, Maine   04469-5766
Phone:  (207) 581-2443  •  Fax:  (207) 581-2423

www.mainewritingproject.org
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