FLAME Presentation 2011

   (John F. Lalande II, SUNY-Oswego)

*1.Language of Instruction-Conduct class exclusively in the TL.

*2. Pop quizzes: thumbs up or thumbs down?  Why?

3. Before the Exam – Giving away the store?  How much information is too much? 

*4. Bonus points –Do you give them?  Why (not)? For what?

5. Speaking the TL – Should it happen every class?  If so, what kind of speaking?  And for how much of the class? 

*6. Group Correction & Grading or Peer Review: where do you stand?

7. Online class notes: a good idea or a bad one?

8. Return/Review Tests 1st thing (at the beginning of class)

9.Student Seating: what’s your arrangement? How does it reflect your philosophy of teaching/learning FLs?

10. Starting class: what do you wait for?  

11. Teach students what they want to learn.

12. Write down important homework information and announcements on the board.

13. Test culture.

*14. The sequence of topics in the textbook: follow it?  Chart a different course?

*15. Warm-ups: Are they needed? If so, what characterizes a good warm-up?

16. Have students read important information out of the book for the class to hear.

17. Foreign languages are the most important subject a student will ever take.

18. The primary goal of teaching culture is ____________

19. The primary reason for learning a foreign/second/world language is_________

20. Homework: Collect it at the beginning of class.

21. Laptops and smart phones: Ban them from class! 

*22. My 3, 4 or 5 primary ingredients for success in teaching a FL are:

*23. Error Correction – my policy is…

*24. For me “prime time” during the class time means…

25. The written tests I give are communicative or at least have a communicative component.

*26. I give grades and test my students’ oral competency in the TL.

"Put Up, Clam Up or ...Change (?!)"

Description:  Where do you stand on various controversial issues in FL teaching?  Moving along at a brisk pace (5-10 minutes per topic), we will examine 10-12 commonly held and sometimes controversial topics issues in FL instruction.   The discussions and views expressed during this highly interactive session will primarily use participants' own classroom teaching experiences as the basis for discussions.  Come ready to identify where you stand, to listen, question, challenge and explain what you do, what you think and why. (Come not necessarily expecting to hear "right" answers, but with an open mind to hear other perspectives, and to perhaps grow in the process.)

Recipe or Ingredients for Success

1) Personalization

2) Practice

3) Presentation

4) Variety

5) Prüfungsvordrucke

6) Good Tests (marked by fairness, validity, reliability, and returned quickly)

7) Daily Written Homework

8) High Standards

9) Positive Reinforcement

10) Caring about & showing respect for students (Getränke, kleine Geschenke, einem/einer die Hand geben, Notizen schreiben, kein Sarkasmus, sie nie erniedrigen)

11) Keep promises and follow through on what you say

12) Enthusiasm & Love

