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NEWS UPDATE
        Northeast Pasture Consortium

December 2008                         “Linking Graziers, Research, and Extension”

HTTP://www.nepastureconsortium.org/
2009 NORTHEAST PASTURE CONSORTIUM ANNUAL MEETING

The 2009 annual meeting will be held in Morgantown, WV at the Lakeview Golf Resort on March 4–5 in advance of the Appalachian Grazing Conference on March 6–7.  Lakeview Golf Resort is located off Exit 10 of Interstate 68, 10 miles east of the intersection of Interstates 79 and 68 on scenic Cheat Lake.  The Resort is 215 miles from Baltimore, 77 miles from Pittsburgh, 291 miles from Buffalo, 327 miles from Philadelphia, and 600 miles from Boston.  To make room reservations use the following contact information: Lakeview Golf Resort & Spa, One Lakeview Drive, Morgantown, WV 26508 phone numbers 800.624.8300 or 304.594.1111  email: See below at Appalachian Grazing Conference.  The room rate is $76.00 per night, the per diem rate for Morgantown, WV.  Please make these room reservations before February 2, 2009 to hold this rate.

 SHAPE 



Plan to arrive by the evening of March 3, 2009 as the meeting will begin bright and early at 8:00 AM on March 4.  A Continental Breakfast will be served beginning at 7:00 AM in conjuction with the conference (included in the registration fee).  Shuttle service is available at the Resort from and to the Morgantown Airport.  Tell the Resort your estimated time of arrival in advance of landing to avoid a long delay in getting to the hotel.

The registration fee for annual meeting is $115.  This includes the cost of all three meals for the 2-day meeting and break refreshments for mid-morning and mid-afternoon.  Register for the annual meeting by contacting Becky Casteel at: Email: becky.casteel@mail.wvu.edu, or postal address: West Virginia University Extension, 2076 Ag Sci Building, PO Box 6108, Morgantown, WV, 26506, or by phone: 304-293-6131 ext. 4231.  Be sure to use the NE Pasture Consortium annual meeting registration form on the back page of this newsletter since Becky is handling the registration for both the Northeast Pasture Consortium and the Appalachian Grazing Conference.

2009 Northeast Pasture Consortium Annual Meeting Agenda


Date
Time
Activity

4-Mar
7:00 AM
Breakfast


8:00 AM
Introduction of Participants


9:00 AM
Key Note Speaker – Dr. David Pimentel.  Topic: Ecologic and energy- 



saving value of pasture-based livestock production


10:00 AM
Poster Break - Marketing Carbon Credits (authors present)


11:00 AM
Session 1 – Marketing Carbon Credits (Panel Discussion)


12:00 Noon
Lunch


1:00 PM
Session 2 – Raw Milk Opportunities & Challenges


3:00 PM
Poster Break - Pasture Economics & Environmental Effects (authors 



present)


4:00 PM
Session 3 – Value-added Production Systems


5:00 PM
Adjourn


6:00 PM
Dinner

5-Mar
7:00 AM
Breakfast


8:00 AM
Session 4 – Plight of the Small Packing Plants


10:00 AM
Break


10:15 AM
Public and Private Sectors Breakout sessions


12:00 Noon
Lunch


1:00 PM
Sector and Other Reports


3:00 PM
Break


3:20 PM
Business Meeting


5:00 PM
Adjourn


6:00 PM
Dinner

Key Note Speaker - Dr. David Pimentel, Cornell University 

Dr. David Pimentel earned degrees from the University of Massachusetts (B.S.) and Cornell University (Ph. D.)   His time is split between research (70%) and teaching environmental policy (30%).  

	His research spans the field of basic population ecology, genetics, ecological and economic aspects of pest control, biological control, energy use and conservation, genetic engineering, sustainable agriculture, soil and water conservation, and natural resource management and environmental policy.  Papers, such as the one below, and lectures on the energy cost of livestock production using grains has stirred debate over the sustainability of American agriculture as practiced by mainstream agriculture.


 U.S. could feed 800 million people with grain that livestock eat, Cornell ecologist David Pimentel advises animal scientists


MONTREAL -- From one ecologist's perspective, the American system of farming grain-fed livestock consumes resources far out of proportion to the yield, accelerates soil erosion, affects world food supply and will be changing in the future. 

"If all the grain currently fed to livestock in the United States were consumed directly by people, the number of people who could be fed would be nearly 800 million," David Pimentel, professor of ecology in Cornell University's College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, reported at the July 24-26 meeting of the Canadian Society of Animal Science in Montreal. Or, if those grains were exported, it would boost the U.S. trade balance by $80 billion a year, Pimentel estimated. 

With only grass-fed livestock, individual Americans would still get more than the recommended daily allowance (RDA) of meat and dairy protein, according to Pimentel's report, "Livestock Production: Energy Inputs and the Environment." 

An environmental analyst and longtime critic of waste and inefficiency in agricultural practices, Pimentel depicted grain-fed livestock farming as a costly and nonsustainable way to produce animal protein. He distinguished grain-fed meat production from pasture-raised livestock, calling cattle-grazing a more reasonable use of marginal land. 

Animal protein production requires more than eight times as much fossil-fuel energy than production of plant protein while yielding animal protein that is only 1.4 times more nutritious for humans than the comparable amount of plant protein, according to the Cornell ecologist's analysis. 

 EIGHT MEATY FACTS ABOUT ANIMAL FOOD 

From "Livestock Production: Energy Inputs and the Environment" 

By David Pimentel 

-- WHERE'S THE GRAIN? The 7 billion livestock animals in the United States consume five times as much grain as is consumed directly by the entire American population. 

-- HERBIVORES ON THE HOOF. Each year an estimated 41 million tons of plant protein is fed to U.S. livestock to produce an estimated 7 million tons of animal protein for human consumption. About 26 million tons of the livestock feed comes from grains and 15 million tons from forage crops. For every kilogram of high-quality animal protein produced, livestock are fed nearly 6 kg of plant protein. 

-- FOSSIL FUEL TO FOOD FUEL. On average, animal protein production in the U.S. requires 28 kilocalories (kcal) for every kcal of protein produced for human consumption. Beef and lamb are the most costly, in terms of fossil fuel energy input to protein output at 54:1 and 50:1, respectively. Turkey and chicken meat production are the most efficient (13:1 and 4:1, respectively). Grain production, on average, requires 3.3 kcal of fossil fuel for every kcal of protein produced. The U.S. now imports about 54 percent of its oil; by the year 2015, that import figure is expected to rise to 100 percent. 

-- THIRSTY PRODUCTION SYSTEMS. U.S. agriculture accounts for 87 percent of all the fresh water consumed each year. Livestock directly use only 1.3 percent of that water. But when the water required for forage and grain production is included, livestock's water usage rises dramatically. Every kilogram of beef produced takes 100,000 liters of water. Some 900 liters of water go into producing a kilogram of wheat. Potatoes are even less "thirsty," at 500 liters per kilogram. 

-- HOME ON THE RANGE. More than 302 million hectares of land are devoted to producing feed for the U.S. livestock population -- about 272 million hectares in pasture and about 30 million hectares for cultivated feed grains. 

-- DISAPPEARING SOIL. About 90 percent of U.S. cropland is losing soil -- to wind and water erosion -- at 13 times above the sustainable rate. Soil loss is most severe in some of the richest farming areas; Iowa loses topsoil at 30 times the rate of soil formation. Iowa has lost one-half its topsoil in only 150 years of farming -- soil that took thousands of years to form. 

-- PLENTY OF PROTEIN: Nearly 7 million tons (metric) of animal protein is produced annually in the U.S. -- enough to supply every American man, woman and child with 75 grams of animal protein a day. With the addition of 34 grams of available plant protein, a total of 109 grams of protein is available per capita. The RDA (recommended daily allowance) per adult per day is 56 grams of protein for a mixed diet. 

-- OUT TO PASTURE. If all the U.S. grain now fed to livestock were exported and if cattlemen switched to grass-fed production systems, less beef would be available and animal protein in the average American diet would drop from 75 grams to 29 grams per day. That, plus current levels of plant-protein consumption, would still yield more than the RDA for protein. 

Above from a Cornell University Press Release,  1997.

[image: image4.png]/' Apparacrian Grazine CONFERENCE




[image: image5.jpg]



At the 2009 Appalachian Grazing Conference, experts in livestock grazing will be presenting information to help cattle, horse, sheep and goat producers increase profitability. Scheduled for March 6-7, the Conference is at the Lakeview Resort, Morgantown, W. Va. HTTP://www.lakeviewresort.com/
The registration fee of $75 covers presentations, breaks and meals. A reduced Lakeview lodging rate of $76 for a single room is available for conference participants who make reservations before February 2, 2009. The Conference is targeted for producers in Maryland, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia.
The Grazing Conference speakers represent many organizations and backgrounds with varied topics for livestock producers of cattle, sheep, horses and goats. The topics include: Forage Quality; Invasive Species and Their Control; Management Strategies; Soil Sampling and Fertilizer Records; and Multi-Species Grazing.  The complete schedule and registration form is available on line at: HTTP://www.wvca.us/dl/lfu/09_AGC_Brochure_Reprint-09_full.pdf. 

The conference organizing committee is made up of volunteers and staff of the Ohio State University Extension Service, University of Maryland Extension Service, USDA Agricultural Research Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services (Ohio and West Virginia), West Virginia Association of Conservation Districts, West Virginia Conservation Agency, West Virginia Department of Agriculture and the West Virginia University Extension Service.

For more information or to register, you may contact Becky Casteel from West Virginia University Extension Service at 304-293-6131 ext. 4231 or becky.casteel@mail.wvu.edu.  Limited scholarships are available from some West Virginia Conservation Districts. Contact the local Conservation District for more information. District contact information is available in the phone book or on line West Virginia Conservation District information is available at www.wvca.us.

Room reservations must be made directly with the Lakeview Golf Resort and Spa by calling 1.800.624.8300 or 1.800.CALL.WVA.  A block of rooms is on hold until February 2, 2009. Room prices of $76.00 for singles or doubles per night plus 12% WV tax.  When making room reservations, be sure to mention the Appalachian Grazing Conference.

NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR THE NORTHEAST PASTURE CONSORTIUM

James (Jim) Cropper became the new Executive Director of the Northeast Pasture Consortium beginning October 1.  Dr. Ed Rayburn of West Virginia University, former Executive Director, remains as the Principal Investigator for the Northeast Pasture Consortium project.  Jim can be reached at: jbcropper@yahoo.com, by phone at (336) 855-7594, or mailing address: 805 Fairgreen Road, Greensboro, NC 27410.

POSTER PRESENTATION TIPS FOR THE NORTHEAST PASTURE CONSORTIUM ANNUAL MEETING

For the Northeast Pasture Consortium members doing a poster paper for the annual meeting only, use the guidance below.  For those members reprising a poster paper they have used at other conferences or meetings, there is no need to conform to every specification below.  However, keep in mind the target audience is primarily to inform our  livestock and pasture producers.  In the results and summary sections be sure to emphasis how the research findings in the poster paper are or could be relevant to their operations.

Introduction

A major purpose of the annual meeting is a 2-way exchange of information. Remember that your paper must be carefully planned, clear and concise, oriented to transfer information effectively, hold the attention of the audience, and have a take-home message.

Planning

Include: an introduction, methods, results and discussion, summary, and references.   Use metric and English units (in parenthesis) for weights and measures, or English units only.  Use Power Point (or other computer graphic software) or make a small-scale layout of your poster on ordinary letter paper (8 1/2 by 11 inches).  Emphasize the points you want to stress in your poster.  Think of headlines, text, charts, graphs, illustrations, and photos, and incorporate these ideas into your layout. Once you are satisfied with the initial layout, finalize poster.  The usable dimensions of most poster boards normally measure 44 3/4 inches high by 90 7/8 inches across, less a 2 by 4 inch space in the upper left hand corner. Your assigned poster number will be positioned in this space on a card provided by the Executive Committee.   Poster size:  Full poster board  - approx. 42 X 84 inches, or half poster board - approx. 42 X 42 inches.  Send abstract and poster size dimensions to Rick Kersbergen, richardk@umext.maine.edu, by February 1, 2009. 

Organization

Your poster starts in the upper left hand corner, where your paper number is posted on a 2 x 4 inch (7.6 by 15.2 cm) card provided by the Executive Committee. From here the poster should flow from left to right and top to bottom. The title - author(s) - sponsoring institution heading for your poster must be at the top of the poster paper. Use letters, numbers, or arrows to indicate the proper flow to the audience. 

Simplicity

Don't crowd too much information into the presentation; concentrate on two or three main points. Highlight trends and comparisons with simplified charts, graphs, and diagrams. Make key points in the legend of the figure or table. Use text sparingly, and make sure it is easily understood by the audience. Outline important points with bulleted text. Use abbreviations and acronyms sparingly. Avoid overwhelming your audience with too many numbers, words, and/or complicated graphs or tables. Remember, a lot of people will read or study your poster while you are away or talking to another person about the content of the poster; keep the message clear and simple. Choose one background color for your poster paper. Use contrasting colors where appropriate in charts, graphs, and diagrams. 

Headings

For the title, use a finished font that is at least 1 inch high when the poster is printed out to full size.  The lettering for authors' names, sponsoring institution, and address should be at least 3/4 inch high.  For section heads and subheads, use a type font at least 25% larger than the text font (1/4 inch tall when poster is printed at full size).  All type must be easily read from a distance of 6 feet.  Use a bold typeface for headings and labels. 

Text Type

Keep your text in short, concise, legible statements; minimize complete sentences and paragraphs.  A few summary statements are encouraged.  Use a word processor to prepare your text copy.  Set your word processor for 1.5 lines of space between each line of type. Text in upper and lower case letters is more readable than all capitals.  Lettering for subheads and figure captions should be larger than text type, but smaller than type used for a main heading.  This type should also be bold.  Text type should be at least 1/4-inch tall and readable from a distance of 6 feet.  Choose a plain font type such as Arial.

Mounting

The best procedure is to use large glossy paper that is on a spool of a plotter used to capture the image from Power Point or similar software.  Use push pins or Velcro strips to mount the poster paper.  Bring along the necessary items to put up your poster.  Bring a supply of business cards to hand out at your poster session. This is a quick way of distributing your name and address to interested attendees. Have a sign-up pad available to record the names and addresses of individuals wanting more information. You may also want to have a supply of handouts available for interested people.

NORTHEAST PASTURE CONSORTIUM REGISTRATION FORM

FULL REGISTRATION FEES

Paid on or before 2/20/09 

$115.00

Paid after 2/20/09 


$130.00

Single Day Registration fee

  $60.00

If paying by check, make check payable to West Virginia University.

REQUIRED REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Name ___________________________________

Full Day Registration 

Single Day Reservation        3/4/09 or         3/5/09

Organization _____________________________

Address _________________________________

City, State, Zip ___________________________

E-mail ___________________________________

Phone Number ___________________________

If paying by credit card,

Credit Card Type _________________________

Credit Card # ____________________________

Credit Card Expiration Date _______________


PAYMENT ADDRESS

Send completed registration form, and if paying by check,

payment check to: 
West Virginia University




ATTN: Becky Casteel




WVU Extension Service




P.O. Box 6108




Morgantown, WV 26506-6108.

QUESTIONS

If you have registration questions, you may

contact Becky Casteel from WVU Extension

Service at 304.293.6131 ext. 4231 or

becky.casteel@mail.wvu.edu

CANCELLATIONS

Cancellations must be received on or before February 20, 2009.
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