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NEWS UPDATE
        Northeast Pasture Consortium

“Linking Graziers, Research, and Extension”

                                                      http://www.nepastureconsortium.org/43.html
2009 ANNUAL MEETING
The Executive Committee voted to hold the 2009 annual meeting in Morgantown, WV on March 4–5 in advance of the Appalachian Grazing Conference on March 6–7. Looking ahead, the Vermont Grazing Conference, which is being held in Jan 2010, is a possible location for the annual meeting the following year.
2009 HORSE EXPO EDUCATIONAL TRACT

The Executive Committee voted to sponsor an educational tract on pasture management at the 2009 Horse Expo in New Jersey. The session will be presented on Sunday, March 29 for professional people. Gary Bergmann will take the lead on organizing the session but will need assistance for planning the length of the session, identifying topics, inviting speakers, and moderating the program. If you are interested in assisting Gary in this effort, please contact him directly at stonegatefarm@earthlink.net or gjbergmann@verizon.net. The Pasture Consortium will allocate funds to support travel for invited speakers and session moderator(s) to ensure a quality program.
POLITICAL SUPPORT FOR UNIVERSITY PARK, PA

On April 8th, Senator Specter testified before the Ag Appropriations Committee and specifically identified the University Park location as one of his top priority programs that he did not wish to see cut in the FY 2009 budget. You can see a video of Senator Specter’s testimony by clicking on the following link: http://appropriations.senate.gov/hearings.cfm?s=arg           from there click on the link: 
Watch the April 8th Agriculture Hearing. You can use your mouse to drag the “clip position” control forward to 1 hour 17 minutes into the video clip, when Senator Specter mentions his concern about the proposed cuts to University Park, PA in his testimony before the Ag Appropriations Committee. The letter that he is reading from is thereby entered into the Congressional record.

FEDERAL BUDGET NEWS
WASHINGTON – During the first week of June, the U.S. House of Representatives gave final approval to a conference agreement on the budget resolution for fiscal year 2009, marking the first time Congress has passed a budget in an election year since 2000.  The Senate approved the fiscal blueprint the previous day. Function 350 (Agriculture) includes farm income stabilization, agricultural research, and other services administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The discretionary programs include research and education programs, economics and statistics services, administration of the farm support programs, farm loan programs, meat and poultry inspection, and a portion of the Public Law (P.L.) 480 international food aid program. The mandatory programs include commodity programs, crop insurance, and certain farm loans. 
FUNCTION 350: AGRICULTURE [In billions of dollars]

------------------------------------------------------------

                                      2008      2009      2010 
------------------------------------------------------------

Total Spending:                                             

Budget Authority           22.5       21.5       21.7 
Outlays                           21.5       21.3       20.7

Discretionary:                                              

Budget Authority             5.9         6.0*       6.2 
      * discretionary spending for FY 2009,
Outlays                             6.1         6.0         6.1           which funds research, is budgeted Mandatory Spending:                                                   the same as last year, thus
Budget Authority           16.6       15.5       15.6           eliminating the need for severe cuts
Outlays                           15.4       15.3       14.6           that would result in location closures.
------------------------------------------------------------
The budget resolution provides greater funds than the President to ensure sufficient resources to bolster commodity support, agricultural research, and animal and plant inspection programs. The resolution also assumes sufficient resources for the farm bill, providing resources for such objectives as to secure an economic safety net for agricultural producers, conserve our natural resources, and address nutrition needs.

FARM BILL NEWS – Excerpts from ASA-CSSA-SSSA Science Policy Report
Congress Overrides President's Farm Bill Veto

Last week, in a rebuke to President Bush, the House and Senate voted to override his veto of the 2008 Farm Bill, "The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008"—the House voted by a margin of 316-110, while the Senate voted 82-13. 
Conservation Title

*  Conservation Stewardship Program—will enroll 12.77 million acres nationwide annually through 2012. The bill adds $1.1 billion to existing funding and allows enrollment of nearly 115 million acres over 10 years. *Environmental Quality Incentives Program—funding increased by 27.2% (or a $2.4 billion increase) to a total of $3.393 billion. Producers could receive grants under the program of up to $300,000 over any 6 year period, with the Secretary authorized to exceed the cap up to $450,000 for projects of special environmental significance. 

*Wetlands Reserve Program—authorizes $1.3 billion to enroll new acreage. Adds over 3 million acres to WRP. 

*  Cooperative Conservation Partnerships—requires that six percent of all conservation program funds or acres (other than those in CRP, GRP, WRP and FPP) will be available for carrying out cooperative projects.

*  Chesapeake Bay Watershed Program—new $438 million initiative to address resource concerns, such as improving water quality and quantity, or restoring, enhancing, and preserving soil, air, and related resources.

*  Payment limitations--Participants in conservation programs are allowed to have no more than $1 million in average adjusted gross nonfarm income unless 2/3rds of the participants' income was from farming, ranching, or related activities. 
*  Conservation Reserve Program—Owners of nonindustrial private forest land on CRP acres will be eligible for cost-share payments for thinning for wildlife corridors, consistent with the conservation purpose of the contract. From 2010 forward, the authorized number of acres in the program is set at 32 million, down from 39.2 million acres.

Research, Education and Extension Title

*  New National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)—The new NIFA is established to strengthen competitively-awarded agricultural research funding and focus on the infrastructure needs of the land-grant university system. All of the authorities under the existing Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES) are transferred to NIFA.  NIFA will have a Director who answers directly to the Secretary.  
*  USDA Research and Extension Coordination—The bill creates a new office, the Research, Education, and Extension Office, to coordinate programs and activities across the various research agencies at USDA. This central office at USDA will focus the activities of the research agencies to enhance multi-agency collaboration and effectiveness and to streamline administration of agricultural research, extension, and education programs.  Current Research, Education and Economics Mission Area Under Secretary to become Chief Scientist with continued jurisdiction over Economics Research Service, Agricultural Research Service and National Agricultural Statistics Service in expanded Research, Education and Extension Office.

*  New Funding Opportunities—The bill builds support for the nation's agricultural research, extension, and education system through newly authorized programs, such as a grant program for research and development of biomass feedstocks, a fellowship program to foster partnerships between U.S. land-grant scientists and scientists in developing countries, an authorization of $20,000,000 for research on pollinator health and Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), and the establishment of an endowment to grow agricultural research and extension programs at Hispanic-serving agricultural colleges and universities. The bill also increases authorized funding for minority-serving land-grant institutions. 

*  Organic Agricultural Research and Extension—The bill provides $78 million in mandatory funds for the Organic Research and Extension Initiative, which facilitates research on the unique challenges of organic production and enhances the ability of organic producers and processors to grow and market organic food, feed, and fiber. 

*  New Specialty Crop Research—The bill provides $230 million in mandatory funds for a new grant program, the Specialty Crop Research Initiative, which will help meet the needs of producers and processors of specialty crops through research involving topics such as mechanization, plant breeding, genetics, genomics, pests and diseases, and food safety. 

*  Funds for Beginning Farmer and Rancher Education—The bill provides $75 million in mandatory funds for the Beginning Farmer and Rancher Development Program, which will fund initiatives to assist beginning farmers and ranchers to succeed to their operations. Through this program, beginning farmers and ranchers will be able to receive education and training in a variety of areas, including financial management, risk management, marketing, whole farm planning, and farming practices. 
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