10th Annual Meeting of the Northeast Pasture Research and Extension Consortium

Radisson Hotel, Manchester, New Hampshire

Thursday, February 2, 2006
MORNING

8:00am-8:30am  Welcome - Angus Johnson, dairy producer, Dublin, NH, and Jana      Malot, USDA-NRCS, Harrisburg, PA; Consortium Private-Sector and Public-Sector Co-Chairs, respectively

Self-Introductions

SESSION 1: Up-Date on Consortium Action Items Approved at Last Annual Meeting and Selected Multistate Research and Educational Activities and Opportunities

Moderator: Jana Malot

8:30am-9:00am  Status of Upper Northeast Pasture Center proposal - Stephen Herbert, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA  PPS
Discussion

9:00am-9:30am  Plans for University of New Hampshire Organic Dairy Research Center - Bill Trumble, University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH PPS    Vision statement
Discussion

9:30am-10:00am  Highlights of USDA-ARS New England plant, soil, and water research - Wayne Honeycutt, USDA-ARS, Orono, ME  PPS
Discussion

10:15am-10:45am  Plans for USDA-ARS seasonal dairy grazing project with Ohio State - Jim Bonta, USDA-ARS, Coshocton, OH  PPS
Discussion

10:45am-11:45am  Opportunities for multistate research and educational programs to address equine industry grazing priority needs in the Northeast Region - Carey Williams, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, and Betsy Greene, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT  PPS   Handout
Discussion

AFTERNOON

SESSION 2: Exploring the Multiple Benefits of Pasture-Based Animal Production Systems: Farm Profitability, Local Food Markets, Environmental Quality, Sustainable Communities, and Quality of Life

Moderator: Jon Winsten, Winrock International, Arlington, VA; currently research assistant professor, University of Vermont, Burlington, VT  
1:00pm-1:15pm  Introduction - Jon Winsten PPS
1:15pm-1:45pm  Dairy enterprises and farm profitability - Pete Mapstone, dairy producer, Manlius, NY  PPS   Handout
Discussion

1:45pm-2:15pm  Livestock enterprises and local food markets - Holly Gowdy, beef producer, Brookfield Farm, Walpole, NH  PPS
Discussion

2:15pm-2:45pm  Horse enterprises and environmental quality - Gary Bergmann, equine breeder, Stonegate Standardbred Farms, Inc., Glen Gardner, NJ  PPS
Discussion

2:45pm-3:15pm  Sustainable communities - Jon Winsten  PPS
Discussion

SESSION 3: Consortium Stakeholder Pasture Priority Needs and Funding Strategies for FY2007

Moderator: Dick Warner, beef producer, Cincinnatus, NY; Chair, Consortium Stakeholder Action Committee

3:30pm-3:45pm  Current stakeholder priorities and funding requests for the FY2007 budget cycle - Dick Warner   PPS
Discussion

3:45pm-4:45pm  Responses to priorities and recommendations on funding strategies - Congressional staff from states in the Northeast Region

Discussion

4:45pm-5:00pm  General Discussion

5:15pm-7:15pm  WORKING DINNER with Concurrent Private-Sector and Public-Sector Breakout Discussions

Private-Sector Session Moderator: Angus Johnson

Public-Sector Session Moderator: Ray Bryant, USDA-ARS, University Park, PA; Consortium Public-Sector Co-Chair-Elect

EVENING

SESSION 4: Reports and Business Meeting

Moderators: Richard Swartzentruber, dairy producer, Greenwood, DE; Consortium Private-Sector Co-Chair-Elect, and Ray Bryant
7:30pm-7:45pm  Report on private-sector breakout session - Richard Swartzentruber

Discussion

7:45pm-8:00pm  Report on public-sector breakout session - Rick Kersbergen, University of Maine, Waldo, ME

Discussion

8:00pm-8:15pm  Report on USDA-ARS rangeland, pasture, and forages national planning meeting held in January, 2006 - Chuck Krueger, Northeast Pasture Research and Extension Consortium, State College, PA

Discussion

8:15pm-9:00pm  Business meeting

a. Status of Consortium renewal request (10/1/2006-9/30/2011) - Bruce McPheron

b. Status of Executive Director position - Ray Bryant

c. Action items for the Consortium to address in CY2006 - Ray Bryant

d. New Executive Committee representatives - Richard Swartzentruber

e. Other business

9:00pm  ADJOURN

Biographical sketches of Consortium annual meeting speakers:
STEPHEN HERBERT is a Professor in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst.  He is State Contact for Sustainable Agriculture and UMass Extension Team Leader for Crops, Dairy, Livestock programs.  Dr. Herbert has more than 25 years of field experience in agronomy and crop physiology and teaches courses on crop culture and physiology.  Dr. Herbert has an extensive research program involving nutrient management, water quality, forages, corn, soybean, cover crop systems, and alternative crops.  He has received awards for outreach from farmers and scientific societies.  Dr. Herbert was elected as President of the Northeastern Branch of the American Society of Agronomy, and served on the Board of Directors for the American Society of Agronomy.  Dr. Herbert lived on a pasture-based dairy farm in New Zealand and managed a small dairy operation in Australia.  He has considerable international experience having received his undergraduate and graduate education in New Zealand and Australia and a post-doc in Texas.  He has traveled extensively throughout Africa, Argentina, China, Europe, India, Oceania, and the United States and Canada.

BILL TRUMBLE received a B.S. degree in Biochemistry from Washington State University and a Ph.D. degree in Physiology from the University of Texas Health Science Center at Dallas.  Following postdoctoral training at the Roche Institute of Molecular Biology in New Jersey, he joined a Biotechnology Operation at the Hanford National Laboratory in Washington State and served as a project manager in the area of vector development and protein expression.  Dr. Trumble was subsequently employed by the University of Idaho, Department of Microbiology, Molecular Biology and Biochemistry, where he received awards for both teaching and research during thirteen years spent there as a faculty member.  While in Idaho, Dr. Trumble founded Idaho Immunodiagnostic, Inc. and served as the President and CEO of that company.  In 1999, he joined the University of New Hampshire as Assoc. Dean and Assoc. Director.  Currently, he serves as the Dean of the College of Life Sciences and Agriculture and Director of the New Hampshire Agricultural Experiment Station.  However, he would rather be skiing or fishing.

WAYNE HONEYCUTT is Research Leader of the USDA-ARS New England Plant, Soil, and Water Laboratory (NEPSWL).  Under his leadership, base funding for the laboratory has significantly increased since 1999, allowing the NEPSWL to strengthen and expand its research programs in sustainable cropping systems and manure nutrient use efficiency.  Dr. Honeycutt is Team Leader of the ARS “Nmin Team” in which he leads 15 ARS scientists from nine Locations in developing predictions of manure nitrogen (N) availability on a national scale.  As an Acting National Program Leader for ARS in 2003, Dr. Honeycutt co-led efforts that resulted in five new cross-Location teams to conduct research with a national focus.  Honeycutt later developed guidelines and procedures that were formally adopted ARS-wide for establishing successful cross-Location research teams and that clarified the roles and responsibilities of agency leaders in managing those teams.  Appointed Team Leader by the ARS Administrator, Honeycutt led efforts of the ARS “Benchmarking Team” in 2004-2005 to identify management practices and cultural norms employed by NASA, USGS, NOAA, HHS, and Pfizer, Inc. to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of ARS management and support.  Also in 2005, Honeycutt served as a Fellow to the United States Senate, Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.  In that capacity, Honeycutt worked on the staff of Senator Susan Collins, Committee Chair, to address chemical facility security and agroterrorism.  He has served as Associate Editor of Agronomy Journal and Chair of the American Society of Agronomy’s Division A-8, Integrated Farming Systems.  He holds a B.S. in Forestry and an M.S. in Soil Science from the University of Kentucky, a Ph.D. in Soil Genesis from Colorado State University, and is a graduate of the Mastering the Art of Public Leadership program from the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC. 

JIM BONTA is a Hydraulic Engineer and Research Leader at the USDA-ARS 

North Appalachian Experimental Watershed (NAEW) facility located at Coshocton, Ohio.  He has degrees from Purdue University (PhD), Ohio State University (MS), and Utah State University (BS) with disciplinary backgrounds in hydrology, water quality, natural resources, and engineering.  The NAEW is a 1000+ ac experimental watershed facility with a monitoring infrastructure consisting of numerous small experimental watersheds, lysimeters, rain gauges, and other equipment.  His research has investigated many aspects of the hydrological cycle and has included evaluating best management practices and land management impacts on hydrology and water quality.  The research mission of the NAEW is to evaluate the impacts of land management practices on hydrology and water quality.  Practices such as grazing, no tillage, crop rotations, and others have been studied for many years at the NAEW.

CAREY WILLIAMS joined the Rutgers Equine Science Center in July 2003 as its Equine Extension Specialist, taking an active role in teaching, conducting research and working with the equine and academic communities to ensure the viability of the horse industry in New Jersey.

A Wisconsin native, Dr. Williams earned her doctorate degree in animal and poultry sciences (with an emphasis on equine nutrition and exercise physiology) in June 2003 from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University.  She holds a master’s degree in equine nutrition, also from Virginia Tech, and a bachelor’s degree from Colorado State University.

She has worked extensively at Virginia Tech as a Pratt Fellow in Equine Nutrition, has designed and conducted various research projects dealing with equine nutrition and exercise physiology and assisted in the breeding, care and feeding of approximately 100 horses.  At Rutgers, Dr. Williams maintains a herd of Standardbred horses for exercise physiology research as well as works with agricultural agents within Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension (RCRE) and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to carryout equine pasture management initiatives.

She is a member of many associations, including the American Association of Veterinary Nutritionists, and the Equine Science Society.  As a hobby she trains and competes with her Thoroughbred mare at various New Jersey dressage shows and horse trials.

BETSY GREENE is the Extension Equine Specialist for the University of Vermont (2000-present).  Originally from Massachusetts, Dr. Greene spent seven years as the Equine Extension Specialist at Washington State University.  She earned her Ph.D. at Kansas State University examining the effect of moderate exercise on muscle satellite cells in young, growing horses.  She completed her M.S. at the University of Arizona and her undergraduate work at Morehead State University in Kentucky.  Dr. Greene produced the video “Ground Handling Horses Safely” in collaboration with two other universities.  She has published several scientific, educational, and popular press articles, as well as horse/youth curriculums.   
JON WINSTEN is an agricultural and environmental economist with the Winrock International and a Research Assistant Professor at the University of Vermont.  He holds a Ph.D. in agricultural economics from Penn State University, focusing on production and environmental economics.  Dr. Winsten’s expertise is in agri-environmental policy analysis and design, farm management economics with a focus on grazing systems, and modeling and analysis of agricultural conservation issues.  He is currently leading several initiatives; these include Stakeholder Partnerships for Agriculture, Communities, and the Environment (SPACE), Performance-based Environmental Policies for Agriculture, and Rotational Grazing in the Central Asian Republics.  Dr. Winsten has taught courses and worked in the U.S., Central and South America, and Central Asia.

PETE MAPSTONE and Wendy, and their two children operate a grazing dairy in Manlius NY.  Their herd consists of 200 Holstein, Jersey, and Holstein/Jersey crosses.  They pasture the animals on 200 acres of pasture; they also raise approximately 100 acres of corn and 300 acres of grass hay.  After graduating from Cornell University in 1987, Pete came home to work with his father.  At that time the farm consisted of 60 milkers and operated conventionally, keeping the cows inside and feeding stored feed.  He bought the farm in 1991, this is when he converted to a pasture-based system and has grown his herd all from internal growth to the 200 cows that they presently milk.  Pete credits the Cornell Dairy Farm Business Summary with helping him track the benefits of pasture management for grazing.  His talk will cover what got him interested in grazing and some of the changes that he has implemented on his farm.

HOLLY GOWDY and Christian, both come from non-farm families.  They were exposed to production agriculture at an early age, and they were “hooked.”  They both hold degrees in animal science.  When they met, Christian was owner/operator of a landscape materials business near Boston, and Holly was a technical instructor at a Jr. College in NC - teaching equine studies/horsemanship.  They purchased Brookfield Farm in 1995, and moved from Walpole, Massachusetts, to Walpole, New Hampshire, with 10 cows and calves, and set out to market their beef.  What began as a conventional beef production operation, evolved into a grass fed/certified organic beef and forage operation.  This transition was facilitated with help from UNH, UVM, and UMaine Cooperative Extension educators, the USDA-NRCS and FSA agencies in Cheshire and Sullivan Counties.  The Gowdy’s learned about pasture management and grass-based production while attending seminars at the NH Farm and Forest Show and at the Vermont Grass Farmers’ Grazing Conference.  They continue to learn about the latest in grazing technology from many ag publications.  They are currently managing a herd of 25 commercial Angus cows and their calves.  They own and operate this herd on about 150 acres of land (some of which they lease).  They market their beef locally, selling sides and quarters.  They sell retail cuts, finding that their largest customer base is small families purchasing 50 pounds (or less) of beef at a time.  They have advertised solely by word of mouth, and have expanded their customer base by participating in local farmers markets; they are in the beginning stages of expanding into organic pork production.

GARY BERGMANN is the Vice President and General Manager of Stonegate Standardbred Farms, Inc., a 350 acre horse farm that breeds and raises standardbred racehorses better known as trotters and pacers.  Mr. Bergmann has been with Stonegate for 31 years and has managed the careers of twelve stallions.  He has also managed the breeding of over six hundred mares in a single year on over a thousand acres of farm.

Mr. Bergmann is currently a Director of the Standardbred Breeders and Owners Association of New Jersey, sits on the Executive Committee of the Northeast Pasture Research and Extension Consortium, is a member of the Rutgers University Board of Equine Advisors, the New Jersey Department of Agriculture Equine Advisory Board and the New Jersey Grazing Coalition.

DICK WARNER is a beef producer from Cincinnatus, New York.  He has served as private-sector co-chair of the Northeast Pasture Research and Extension Consortium, and led the development of the current list of Consortium stakeholder pasture priorities that was formally adopted in June 2003.  He is a strong advocate for grass-based animal production systems, and recently testified on their multiple benefits before U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Mike Johanns during the 2007 Farm Bill hearings.  Dick has sought funding from Congress for the USDA-NRCS-Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative, and currently serves as chair of the Consortium Stakeholder Action Committee that seeks funding for the Consortium stakeholder research and education priorities.
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