The Outs and Ins of Logs

 Understanding Tree Defects …. For What They Are “Worth” 
and 
Portable Sawmill Demonstration
Saturday 

April 28th, 2007

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

William Ostrofsky, Forest Pathologist for the Maine Forest Service, will be on hand to help identify tree defects as well as wood defects and losses in log and wood product value which occur as the result of many natural and human-caused factors.  We will first examine some common defects caused by tree pathogens and by injuries from harvesting equipment and other causes.  A discussion will be conducted of how defects affect tree and forest health and of how various factors regulate the rate and severity of defect development in living trees.  Logs with and without defects will be sawn for examination.  Comparisons of internal patterns of defect development will then be made and related to external signs.  Participants will gain an improved understanding of the biological and economic importance of minimizing tree defects and of maintaining healthy trees for improving forest values.

Jim Philp, of University of Maine Cooperative Extension, will be demonstrating the Wood Mizer LT15 portable sawmill that was used for teaching forestry students sawmill operation at the 2006  Forestry Summer Camp.  The LT15 is a small mill that is very portable and at the same time produces an excellent quality of lumber.  The demonstrations will include time for observers to see the mill setup, examine the mill close-up, and to discuss its operation and features with Mr. Philp.

Certificates of attendance will be available for those needing continuing education credits.

Schedule for April 28th
9:00 a.m. Coffee and registration

9:30  A look at standing trees & defects

11:00 a.m. Set up of Wood Mizer

12:00  p.m. Lunch (provided)

   12:30  p.m. Demonstration of Wood Mizer and a look inside of logs.

2:00 p.m. Wrap-up

Dress appropriately.

Rough terrain - wear sturdy shoes. 
