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Celtis julianae ‘Aurea’-A New Golden Leaf Cultivar
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Celtis julianae ‘Aurea’ is a new cultivar selected from seedlings of Julian
hackberry ( Cjulianaei) in China, the morphological and physiological char-
acters were studied for four years. The leafcolor of ‘Aurea” presents bright
yellow (151A-B) (By RHS Color Chart) during spring and summer and be-
comes yellowish green (144A) in late autumn, but Julian Hackberry always
shows deep green (137A-B). The leaf area of ‘Aurea’ is 79cm’, smaller than
the common. Aurea’ shows lower growth rate, its height of two-years
seedlings was 273cm, whnile the common was 327cm. Additionally,
‘Aurea’ shows short internodes, denser branches and more beautiful
compactcanopy. The total chlorophyll contents of Julian Hackberry is
four times than that of ‘Aurea’, but the carotenoid contents are the
similar. Although the biomass of Julian Hackberry is higher than ‘Aurea’,
the significant differences of the net photosynthesis rate is not ob-

served. In addition, ‘Aurea’ can be propagated by grafting or tissue
culture, the perfect stock is Julian Hackberry. Recently, a large scale
production of young plants were made in our commercial nursery. Julian
Hackberry is a deciduous tree. It naturally distributes in the center to
south of China, and appears in USDA hardiness zones 7b through 10a
and is cultivated in Zone 6.The adaptability of ‘Auera’ is similar with
Julian Hackberry, it can be cultivated in warm temperate area to sub-
tropical area.
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