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Large blooms of Pseudonitzschia in coastal waters have led to poisonings of sea lions
that eat tainted shellfish. But studies had suggested that in midocean, the diatoms did
not produce the toxin.

Dr. Trick said his team’s work suggested that the earlier studies were flawed.
Pseudonitzschia collected in midocean and subjected to shipboard experiments produced
plenty of domoic acid. “We found there is a lot of toxin out there,” he said. “If we were to
seed with iron, the amount of toxin would go up.”
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