SUSTAINABILITY SOLUTIONS INITIATIVE

A bi-weekly newsletter

connecting knowledge with action
to strengthen our economic, social and ecological future

Upcoming Events

SSI Team Meeting
Next full team meeting October 26, 2009, 10-11:30am, Mitchell

Center

SSI Seminar
October 19, 2009

David Owen, University of Maine School of Law

Legal Protection of Biodiversity in
Stormwater-Impacted Urban Streams
12-1pm, 204 Nutting Hall, UMaine

Sponsored by the Department of Wildlife Ecology

In the News

Issue No. 1, October 14, 2009

NSF News Release

Building Research Competitiveness
NSF announces the $20 million
Sustainability Solutlons In1t1at1ve Award.

Ostrom Wins Nobel Prize in Economics

Elinor Ostrom was awarded the Nobel Prize “for her analysis of
economic governance especially the commons...”

http://nobelprize.org/nobel prizes/economics/laureates/2009/

Meeting & Committee Updates

Proposal Review

10/7 External and internal
reviewers evaluated the
first round of year-one
proposals last week. No-
tice of funding will be
given shortly.

Postdoctoral Recruitment

9/28 Committee will
rework postdoctoral
information sheet and
send to SSI team for
comment

10/6 Committee discussed
edits from team meeting
and is revising information
sheet and hiring paper-
work.

Contact Kathleen Bell for
more information

Kathleen.p.bell@umit maine.edu

SSITeam Meeting

9/28 Hemant Pendse, FBRI
EPSCoR Project Leader,
spoke about key strategies
essential to managing an
NSF EPSCoR grant.

9/28 Team discussed year-
one postdoctoral
recruitment strategies.
Questions centered around
post-doc skill set and
allocation of post-docs.

Predoctoral Recruitment

10/6 Committee has pro-
duced new language for a
portion of the SSI website.
Please review online.

Contact committee chairs

Hunter@umenfa.maine.edu

or Aram Calhoun
Calhoun@maine.edu
for more information

Stewardship Council

10/9 Planned next full team
meeting. Predoctoral com-
mittee will present an up-
date, followed by a question
and answer period. Possible
discussion of some funded
research projects.

10/14 Met with predoctoral
recruitment committee
chairs. Council will identify a
graduate fellowship coordi-
nator to oversee recruit-
ment process soon.

To share ideas contact Erin Spencer

erin.spencer@maine.edu

Next meeting scheduled
for October 19th, 3pm

-
SSI Kick off Event with Angus King

Former Governor, Angus King, who played an important role in guiding the early development of the

Sustainability Solutions Initiative (SSI), returned to campus September 24th to celebrate the $20 million
“...be
honest brokers in the public policy debate” and to “provide data to drive the public policy process”.

NSF award. Angus encouraged the University to be forward thinking, open to new ideas, to

According to Angus, “If you agree on the facts, the solution is easy”. The SSI initiative, Angus

explained, “Should help us to make connections”, but this process requires creativity. For Angus,
“creativity is looking at things that exist and figuring out how to use them in new ways”. But, Angus

concluded, Darwin’s survival of the fittest referenced not the biggest and the strongest, but those organisms who were most
adaptable. To flourish, Angus remarked, we need to be adaptable to change. SSI will serve as a testing ground for many of the

ideas posed by Angus, as it embarks on this adaptive, creative and collaborative process.

hitp://www.maine.edu/sustainabilitysolutions

email: umgmc@maine.edu
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