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Spring Peepers

Spring peepers are also active in the early spring, but are much smaller than wood frogs and have a dark “X” pattern on 
their backs that distinguishes them from other Maine frogs.  Spring peepers also have small round pads on their toes that 
allows them to climb up vegetation. 
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Grey Tree Frog
Grey tree frogs often call from trees near vernal pools later in the spring, but they typically breed in permanent waters in 
the early summer.  Their color varies with the pattern of the tree trunk they are calling from. 
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Ptilostomus caddisfly
Caddisfly larvae typically build cases to protect themselves.  Ptilostomus caddisflies tend to build their cases out of leaves.  
They may prey heavily on spotted salamander egg masses. 
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Log cabin  caddisfly
Log cabin caddisflies build their protective cases out of sticks. 
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Fingernail  Clams
Fingernail clams, the size of fingernails, occur in vernal pools and permanent ponds.  If you visit a pool at the end of the 
summer, you can dig around in the leaf litter and find these clams and caddisfly cases.  This tells you the site once held 
water that supported aquatic animals.  The site should be checked to see if it is a vernal pool in the spring! 
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