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Please do not remove egg masses 
from their attachment sites

Tips for photo documentation

Returning egg masses attached to vegetation to same location and depth in the water column is very difficult.  Please do 
not remove egg masses from their attachment sites. 
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examples of photo names 

PVP 44    Perry 2009   Orono

sample computer file name for digital photos

Labeling Photos
for each Potential Vernal Pool visited

For each potential vernal pool that is visited, please include all images within a computer file folder with a name that 
reflects: 
 

1. the pool identification number 
2. the observer’s last name 

• the year 
• the name of the town 

 
In order to assure an accurate assessment of egg masses and the presence/absence of fairy shrimp, each pool should be 
visited two times during the spring time breeding season.  Photos for each of the two visits may be included within the 
same folder.   
 
Once digital images are downloaded onto a computer, they can be re-named to reflect site specific descriptive 
information.  Please include title information for each pool that reflects: 
 

•  the pool identification number 
•  the subject of the photograph (WF adult, SS egg mass, etc.) 
• whether the photograph was taken on the first or second visit 
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Spotted Turtle

Blanding’s Turtle

Ringed Boghaunter Dragonfly

Ribbon Snake

Wood Turtle

12. General comments and/or other wildlife observations.

Please provide additional comments about the pool, surrounding habitat, or additional wildlife species present.  Rare, 
threatened, and endangered species, including ribbon snakes, wood, spotted, or Blanding’s turtles, tend to most often be 
found in and around vernal pools during the summer months and are not likely to be present during spring time field 
assessments.  However, if you do happen to encounter any of these state listed species, please include photographs with 
your completed data form.  We are always interested in what visits vernal pools, note what birds are present, animal tracks 
that you see, etc.   
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FIELD 
GEAR 

Datasheets
Map(s) of vernal pools
Gazeteer (optional)
Digital Camera
Clipboard
Rubber boots, waders, or sneakers 
and pants that can get wet
Cell phone 
Binoculars (optional)
Polarized sunglasses (optional)
GPS unit (optional)
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Vernal Pool Etiquette
Please do not bring four-legged friends to your pools.

Be sure your hands are bug repellent and sun lotion free. 

Walk slowly around the pool.  Check the substrate. Mucky or 
solid?  
If mucky, you may want to limit time in water to minimize your 
disturbance.

Leave egg masses attached to vegetation or sticks. Photographs 
should be taken in place. 

Tadpoles, larvae, adults frogs and salamanders, and fairy shrimp 
can be temporarily removed from pool and photographed in a 
bucket

 




