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10. (_ondition of wood frog egg masses

ET RS o herte AR B A S
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Wood frogs often deposit their egg masses communally in large rafts that from a distance may appear as bubbles on the
water surface.
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10. (_ondition of wood Frog egg masses

a.[irm, tight mass where individual eggs
are sPhcrical and easily discernable

Masses are easiest to count shortly after they are laid when eggs appear as tightly packed spheres and individual masses are
easily discernable.
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10. (_ondition of wood Frog egg masses

b. E_ggs are swollen with water and
mass is bcginning to break down

As days progress, the eggs absorb water, the embryos grow, and the jelly begins to disintegrate.
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10. (_ondition of wood Frog egg masses

c. | arvae hatched or hatching
and egg mass Is disintcgrating

When tadpoles begin to hatch, egg masses have usually deteriorated to the point where distinguishing one mass from
another is nearly impossible. Using the sketches on the data form as a guide, please indicate the condition of the wood
frog egg masses in each pool.




Slide 32

11. Fhoto documentation

Photographic documentation will be used to verify the observations recorded on each data form. For example, if you list
wood frogs egg masses you must have a photo of what you identified as a wood frog egg mass. If you checked the box
for presence of wood frog tadpoles, take a picture of a tadpole. Include at least one photograph of each adult, egg mass
or larvae for each species present.

Data forms filled out by trained volunteers MUST be accompanied by photographs for species identification and habitat
verification. Towns are not able to accept data from citizen scientists without photo-documentation. If you do not have
access to a digital camera, please try to borrow one, or team up with a volunteer that has access to a camera.
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Tipsfor Photo documentation

Q

—

Fhotograph the PVF identification number

writtenon a Piccc of paper Priorto
documcnting site with rcquircd Photographs

If you plan to conduct field assessments at multiple potential vernal pools in one day, you may find it useful to take a

photograph of the identification number of each PVP prior to photographing the pool, surrounding habitat, substrate,
and examples of egg masses present. This simple organizational technique will save you time and potential confusion

when photographs are printed or downloaded.
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Tipsfor photo documentation

—

Thc thick outer coating of_jcny

membrane indicates that this egg mass

was laid b a sottcd salamandcr

L— ‘

You do not have to be a Prowccssional Photographcr

to cmcmccctivcly document egg mass presence.

Clear, well-focused images are preferred, but as you can see in this example, if identifying characteristics are discernable,
low quality images may still be useful for documentation.
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N v

T ips for photo documentation
(Rl " d V

| | Shac}ows and glarc ObSCUI"C ng

masscs bCIOW thc water surFacc I

When possible, avoid photographing egg masses in dappled light where shadows and glare obscure egg masses below the
water surface. Using your body, or a large object to create a complete shadow to eliminate glare may in some instances
prove effective.
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T ips for photo documentation

WOOC] Frog ng mass WOOd Frog ng mass

bclow watcrsurFacc at water surFacc

Fhotograpl'\s of egg masses show greater detail
if thcg are gcntlg raised to the water surface.

You will find that it is often possible to gently lift egg masses to the surface of the water without removing them from
their attachment site.
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iR
~hoto documentation

Flease dO not remove ng masscEs

from their attachment sites

Returning egg masses attached to vegetation to same location and depth in the water column is very difficult. Please do
not remove egg masses from their attachment sites.
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Labcling FPhotos

for each Potential \Vernal Pool visited

FVF‘H' Fcrr32009 Orono

&EIPVP 44 Fary Shrimp - 1st visit. PG
HPVP 44 SS egg mass a - 2nd visit. PG
EPVP 44 SS egg mass b - 2nd visit. PG
HPVP 44 WF egg mass - 1st visit. PG
EPVP 44 WF egg mass -1st visit. PG
HPVYP 44 WF tadpole - 2nd visit. PG
EPVP 44 WF adult - 1st visit. PG

For each potential vernal pool that is visited, please include all images within a computer file folder with a name that
reflects:

1. the pool identification number
2. the observer’s last name

+ the year

« the name of the town

In order to assure an accurate assessment of egg masses and the presence/absence of fairy shrimp, each pool should be

visited two times during the spring time breeding season. Photos for each of the two visits may be included within the
same folder.

Once digital images are downloaded onto a computer, they can be re-named to reflect site specific descriptive
information. Please include title information for each pool that reflects:

«  the pool identification number
»  the subject of the photograph (WF adult, SS egg mass, etc.)
« whether the photograph was taken on the first or second visit
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12. (seneral comments and/or other wildlife observations.

L A4
i

SPottcd Turtle

Ki

. e

e v

b on-Sna\kc |

Wood Turtle

Please provide additional comments about the pool, surrounding habitat, or additional wildlife species present. Rare,
threatened, and endangered species, including ribbon snakes, wood, spotted, or Blanding’s turtles, tend to most often be
found in and around vernal pools during the summer months and are not likely to be present during spring time field
assessments. However, if you do happen to encounter any of these state listed species, please include photographs with
your completed data form. We are always interested in what visits vernal pools, note what birds are present, animal tracks
that you see, etc.
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\/Dataslﬁcets

\/Map(s) of vernal Pools
v'(Hazeteer (optional)

\/Digital (amera

\/Cli board

v'Rubberboots, waders, or sneakers

ancl antsthatcangctwct
\/Ccl Phonc

\/Binoculars (oPtionaD

\/Folarizcd sunglasscs (optional)

\/GF5 unit (oPtionaD
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Vernal ool Titiquettc
Flease do not bring Four~|cggcd friends to your Pools.

Bc sure your hands are bug rcPe”cnt and sun lotion free.

Wa"< slowly around the Pool. Chcck the substrate. Muckg or
solid?

If muc!(g, you may want to limit time in water to minimize your
disturbance.

Lcavc egg masscs attached to vcgctation or sticks. Fhotographs
should be taken in Place.

Tadé;ﬂes, Iarvae, adults Frogs and salamanders, and {:airg slﬁrimp
can be tcmPorarﬂg removed from Poo‘ and Photographcd in a

bucket






