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Pools deliver both salamanders…. 
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And frogs to upland customers…. 
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Follow moose or deer scat trails…. 
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and you might end up at a vernal pool.  We know that large mammals, including bear, make use of the early productivity 
of pools post hibernation and visit them also at summer’s end when pools may still hold moisture when the rest of the 
upland forest is dry.  Pool complexes provide feeding and resting habitat for birds including returning migrants looking 
for a meal, large and small mammals, and snakes and turtles …..by providing a rich soup of invertebrates (insects, spiders, 
clams, snails), frogs, and salamanders (in all their stages). 
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If you would like to learn more about vernal pools, look for these resources on planning developments around vernal 
pools, forestry practices, and more general texts on all-things-vernal-pool.   
PDFs of the manuals and selected chapters of the Calhoun and deMaynadier book are available on our website, 
www.umaine.edu/vernalpools. 
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Every vernal pool enthusiast 
should have this compact, 
comprehensive field guide to 
vernal pool animals including 
invertebrates. Although it is 
based on Massachusetts fauna, 
it overlaps with northeastern 
and some mid-western states.

A MUST for vernal pool 
volunteers.

To order: www.vernalpool.org
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